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perfectly cool; thus the heat rays aro prevented from going through, with¬ 
out any obstacle to the passago of the chemical rays. Tho photochemical 
intensity is so strong that a ten to twenty minutes’ exposure is sufficient, 
Tho method of treatment is based exclusively on tho application of the 
chemical rays, blue, violet, and ultra-violet. Tho physiological action of 
tho treatment consists of a local erythema, sometimes followed by tho 
formation of vesicles, ending in six or eight days in epidermic exfoliation ; 
followed by diminished congestion and re-absorption, Hypertrophic lupus 
nodules become Hat, small, and in tho mtddlo bIiow a kind of necrotic 
appearance, and then disappear. The effect on ulcers is admirable. Accord¬ 
ing to tho sizo of tho lesion, largo or small lenses aro employed. Itefcrenco 
Is mado to Finsen’s now well-known work and to his satisfactory results 
therapeutically, 

Tho Hiatopathology of Lupua Erythematosus and of the Elastic Fibres. 
—1\ H. ScitooNliBAD (Archlv for Dmnalologk und Syph., I3d. liv. p, 1C3) 
excised skin in 11 cases of this disease, and examined tho same after prepa¬ 
ration In alcohol, formol, Muller's and Flemming's solutions, and staining 
with various methods. Ho concludes that in the beginning tho Inflamma¬ 
tory process attacks tho reticular portion of tho skin, and that tho sebaceous 
and sweat glands aro involved In tho earliest stago. Later tho connective 
tissue undergoes hypertrophy, tho areas of infiltration, formerly circum¬ 
scribed, becomo moro diffused, and tho epithelial layers assurao a distinct 
tendency toward keratin izatlon. When tho progressive changes como to an 
end marked degeneratlvo changes occur In tho olastic fibres, and it is these 
changes that cause tho peculiar scar-like atrophy so characteristic of tho 
latter stages of tho disease. This atrophy takes place In tho upper strata 
of tho corium, and herein ilea the explanation of tho scars being so super¬ 
ficial nnd soft. Tho author considers that the disease has bucIi distinctive 
histological features as to entitle it to a place distinct from all other dis¬ 
eases of the skin. 

The So-called Angioneuroses of the Skin.—L.T oerobk (Archiv/tir Der¬ 
matologic und Syph,, lid. lHi. p. 243) considers that writers hnvo committed an 
error in their interpretation and acceptance of tho cutaneous angioneuroses. 
From a review of tho various woll-known authors (especially German) and 
his own observations, he concludes that all tho symptoms which servo ns a 
basis for considering certain pathological changes in tho skin as duo to an 
angioneurosis and to an inflammatory process cannot bo regarded as such ; 
nnd that tho cutaneous manifestations of urticaria, erythema muitiformo, and 
erythema nodosum cannot bo looked upon as simplo " inflammations." 

Parakeratosis Varlegata.—T. Coi,cott Fox and J, M, H. MacLeod 

{ItrUieh Journal of Dermatology, September, 1001) report a new case of this 

raro dermatoslB, tho first observed in London, Tho patient was a healthy 
adult male with a good family and personal history. At tho ago of thirty* 
ono a circumscribed red patch, covered with fino scales, appeared in tho 
lumbar region, unattended by subjective symptoms, except cracking on 
bending. About tho same time the pAlms became thickened and tho senso 
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of touch dulled. In six months the patient was covered all over except tho 
faco with a hard, dry skin. Tho scalp was scurvy, tho hair falling out to 
som6 extent, but tho nails wero healthy, This condition of the skin per¬ 
sisted, In splto of various forms of treatment, for five years without change. 
Tho ollloreacenco consisted of a hypereemic mottling In tho form of a net¬ 
work, tho threads of which were made up of macules and slightly raised, 
scaly papules. Thor*) was hyperkeratosis of tho pAlms, and, to a less extent, 
of tho soles. The author’s conclusions from a study of this caso and those 
reported by other observers aro as follows: Parakeratosis varlegata is a 
clinical entity. It attacks chiefly the male sex, usually occurs In adult life, 
and tho patients aro generally lu robust health when attacked. Wo know 
llttlo of Its etiology, but its general configuration and histology suggest a 
vasomotor disturbance associated with ccdemaand Infiltration of cells in tho 
corium and secondary change.-) in tho epidermis. The initial lesion is a 
maculo, or maculo-papulo of small size, flat on tho surface, and covered with 
a fino, adherent scale, which may bo scratched off without cauolng bleed¬ 
ing. IJy tho coalescence of tho lesions a peculiar rctiform arrangement 
results, in which areas of normal Bkln are enclosed, and which, combined 
with differences in tho color of tho lesions in tho more dependent parts of 
tho body, produces tho marbled or variegated appearance of the dermatitis. 
It affects tho Bkin almost universally, except, as a rule, the faco, scalp, 
palms, and soles. It is subject to remissions and exacerbations, but is 
peculiarly chronic In its course. Mnrkcd subjective symptoms are abaeut; 
And It is resistnnt to locnl treatment. It consists histologically of a super¬ 
ficial inflammation affecting tho subepldcrmal layer, with dilatation of vessels, 
(edema, and infiltration of colls, and an cedcmatous condition of tho epi¬ 
dermis with more or less defect In tho process of cornificatlon. It may be 
regarded ns belonging to a group of superficial inflammations of tho corium, 
with secondary changes in the epidermis, which tho authors have pro¬ 
visionally called *•’ Resistant Maculo-Papular Scaly Erythroderniias.” 

Lepra.— Victor Babes {Journalof Cutaneou* and Gcnito-Urinary 
December, 1901, p. 676), the well-known pathologist and clinician, con¬ 
tributes a valuable book on this disease, chiefly the result of personal 
experience. lie is a firm believer of tho contagiousness of tho disease, and 
substantiates his views with fmpressivo observations obtained in his native 
land, whero lepra is prevalent. Ho regards external unfavorable conditions 
such as climate and diet ns favoring, hut not as producing, tho disease. 
Neither does ho regard tho disease as hereditary. When tho children born 
of leprous parents aro removed from their surroundings they rarely become 
lepers. Tho bacillus of lepra up to tho present date haa not been success¬ 
fully cultivated. It ia allied to the tuberclo bacillus—tho general and local 
reaction of leprous Individuals when tuberculin is injected into them seems 
to confirm this viow. The chief prophylactic remedy is seclusion and gov¬ 
ernmental supervision, the establishment of tepra districts and colonies 
whero the discaso is prevalent. 

AcetanlUd-iodlsed Starch Powder as a Local Remedy.—T. G. Lusk 
{Journal of Culanrout and Qtnifo-Urinary Diteam t December, 1901) speaks 



